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Balkan Rivers News

Dear Friends of the Balkan Rivers,

Much has happened since our last newsletter. The court decision against the planned
hydropower plant Pogcemon the Vjosa was definitely a highlight. Read abouhis ruling, and
about what else isnew at the Vjosa and otherrivers between Slovenia and Albania in this
newsletter!

Pocem reServoir. @Gregor Subic

Albanian court stops hydropower project on the Vjosa| Our lawsuit against the HPP project
Pocem was the firstever environmental lawsuit in Albania. In early May, the Administrative Court
ruled in our favour. However, the Albanian government has already appealed the decision. If
necessary, we will take this all the way to the Supreme CouMORE


http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/albanian-court-stops-dam-project-vjosa
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HPP Kalivag revisited: For almost 10 years, the construction of the dam project Kalivdtas been
halted, but now it shall be continued. The Albanian Ministry of Energy and Industry has cancelled
the contract with the Italian Company Kalivagi Green Energy only to open the procedures for-re
issuing the concession shortly after. We are considielg legal actionsMORE

Scientists for the Vjosal In April, 25 scientists from 4 countries researched the Vjosa in the area of
the projected Pogcem dam for one weekwatch the 3 min video). In anunusual press conferencen

a gravel island in midst of the Vjosahey took position against the hydropower plars. First results,
confirming the extraordinary biodiversity and complexity of this natural riverscape, will be
presented at a press conference in Tirana on September MORE


http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/hpp-kaliva%C3%A7-revisited-%E2%80%93-vjosa-risk-once-again
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/video-scientists-vjosa
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/scientists-vjosa

Newsletter September2017

RIVERS IN BOSNIAHERZEGOVINA

Human Rights

Defenders
e 4 killed for A : , Caceres
ntar za Zzivotnu 9 protecting K Ce

Y Be
sredinu/FoE Bosnia the environment. | She did not die,

and Herzegovina A crime, not She multiplied
against Aqua Zarca development ‘

s saata
g s

"t partner in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Center for Environment.
© Aleksandar Skori¢

New key country in the campaign: Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) stillhas many nearnatural
rivers, some of which hosting the endangered Huchen. Over 300 HPPs are projected throughout the
country and the Center for Environment (CZZS)z our new campaign partnerz together with the
Coalition for the Protection of Rivers in BiH are working to prevent this exploitation.
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planned construction of HPPs on the Drina. The Drina is the most important river for the
threatened Huchen (check out the gallery. Nevertheless, nine dams are projected, including the
mega projectn" OE " EEAI AO8 7EOE A A& 1 AdHImay, Biaiged OO
awarenessfor the highly threatened fish speciesMORE



http://czzs.org/
http://balkanrivers.net/en/content/drina-regatta-2017
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/huchen-protesting-drina-regatta
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Freedom to our rivers! The Center for Environment (CZZSyecently attracted international
attention with a very special action: al4-meter-woman is smashingan alreadybroken and obsolete
AAIl 11 OEA "AHAGEAA 2EOAO ET "1 Fuiherkored CZ&S fugp@ts A CT ¢
local initiatives in the fight for their river .
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Zloc¢in nad rijekom Sanom

Kelag: environmental crime against Huchen River Sana! The AustrianrGerman Kelagcompany

is constructing a hydropower plant on the Sana in Bilg in midst of a Huchen habitat, a highly
endangered fish species particularly vulnerable to dams. Rivers with Huchen occurrences must be
no-go areas for dam construction. Watch thprotest video


http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/freedom-rivers-bosnia-and-herzegovina
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/river-protectors-bih-forcibly-removed-defending-their-river
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OkjJocp804
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The river'ends at the Rapuni dam © Pippa Gallop

Bankwatch Blogs: Our partners from Bankwatch are reporting about the grievances in relation to
the development of hydropower in the Balkans. Read about local communitigaitting up a fight
against a damwhich is threatening important fish habitats in BiH. Learn more about theRapuni
dam in central Albania, whichled to dire consequences for residents; or about the fact thaiPPs
AOA PIPPEI C OP EIT 1 AA1 EzAmthlhtEeEe@ardAf@ peBple@rtdl ndfure. ( 1

Save Defileul Jiului National Park (Romanla) : The Romanlan River Defender Calln Dejeu has
recently submitted a petition for the protection of the Defileul Jiului National Parkand its
overlapping Natura 2000 areato the European ParliamentSignatures are still being collected.
Please sign the petitioh



http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/bankwatch-locals-oppose-dam-endangering-critical-fish-habitat-bosnia-herzegovina
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/bankwatch-locals-oppose-dam-endangering-critical-fish-habitat-bosnia-herzegovina
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/bankwatch-where-has-all-water-gone
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/bankwatch-where-has-all-water-gone
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/bankwatch-hydropower-albania-%E2%80%93-hoxha-ebrd
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/bankwatch-hydropower-albania-%E2%80%93-hoxha-ebrd
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/save-defileul-jiului-national-park-romania
https://campaniamea.de-clic.ro/petitions/opriti-distrugerea-defileului-jiului
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International /EEI i AxAOA /EI o) awropAWemen&ss@gl@LZDFOplanet e

Al AOI AlHdicddiver Madness - The destruction of rivers in the Balkand OAAAE OA A
documentary award of the International Wlodzimierz Puchalski Nature Film Festival Lodz
Congratulations to Birgit Hermes from the ZDF!

BALKAN RIVERSN MEDIA

4 E MSciedtists for the Vjosad xAAE ET 11 AAT EA xAO.HAre ek AU
Spiegel ONLIN, FM4, Huck Magazing Universum Magazin The impressions of the scientific head of
the research weekg Dr. Fritz Schiemerz x AOA DOAT EOEAA 1 The UeAr®AGH6IBEAS O



http://www.zdf.de/dokumentation/planet-e/wasserkraftwerke-bedrohen-die-letzten-flussparadiese-europas-100.html
http://balkanrivers.net/en/news/international-documentary-award-zdf-%E2%80%9Chydropower-madness%E2%80%9D
http://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/uebermorgen/albanien-der-vjosa-fluss-ist-das-letzte-blaue-wunder-europas-und-in-gefahr-a-1146095.html
http://fm4.orf.at/stories/2844454/
http://www.huckmagazine.com/art-and-culture/photography-2/travel-diary-vjosa-river-albnaia/
http://riverwatch.eu/de/balkanrivers/aktuell/die-vjosa-im-universum-magazin
https://www.patagonia.com/blog/2017/09/save-the-blue-heart-of-europe-scientists-for-vjosa/

